CONCEPTS OF THE YEAR OF FAVOR in LUKE’S GOSPEL
Megan McKenna

1. Every 7 years it was the Sabbath year

2. Every 7 x 7 years it was called the Jubilee year

It consisted of the following practices—called year of favor from our God (definitely not designed by human beings!)  Keep in mind that the entire Jewish law was to distinguish the Israelites from all other nations and they were never to let happen in the land of Israel what they experienced in Egypt, the place of bondage. So laws like glean the field once, then let it rest and let the poor glean it and only then cut it the second time.  Or, the law that the first 6-7 rows of any field belonged to the poor, the traveler or those in need—along with the first fruits—that belonged to God in sacrifice of thanksgiving.

1. All debts were cancelled.

2. All the land of Israel was divided among the people of the land (no land was to be held in perpetuity or sold in perpetuity.

3. All prisoners were freed.

4. All slaves were freed and those sold into bondage so that their families could keep control of their land were let go.

5. All those captured in battle, immigrants and refugees were either welcomed into the land of Israel or sent home to their own countries, with enough food and seed to begin their lives again.

6. The land was allowed to ‘rest’ for the year, no plantings, harvesting, etc. of any plant, tree, bush, etc. The produce of the previous year was to be shared among all so that no one would go hungry—in the Jubilee year it was shared from the 49th through the end of the 50th year. [keeping in mind that the land belonged first to God].

7. The cities of refuge were announced—where anyone accused of a crime could go and be given safety until the crime could be investigated.

POVERTY, or the POOR—anyone lacking one or more of the basic necessities needed for survival—for life. Food, clothing, water, shelter, medicine and ongoing health care, a job, education, security, freedom from fear, from violence, hope for their children, the right to assemble, to practice their religion, right to free speech, human dignity, right to immigrate…    in other countries—those who have no voice or those who do not have doors opened for them when they knock, those on the fringe, borders, the edge, the outsider, the enemy, the outcast (for religious, social, medical or psychological reasons)—those often referred to as ‘them’…     or sinners. 
JUSTICE—love expressed in terms of sheer human need (as those rights listed above for the poor)… or love in public.  Also being in right relation to one another, to God and to the earth/creation/creatures. What every human being deserves by right of being human. What are often called the Corporal Works of Mercy are in fact rights of justice that the poor lack and deserve by right.

CHARITY—“The bone you throw the dog when you’re as hungry as the dog.” Jack London…. In the words of Augustine: “Most charity is justice deferred.’ 

Note: when Jesus stands up in the synagogue in Nazareth in Luke 4 and reads from the book of the prophet Isaiah 61 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because he has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the poor (oppressed), to bind up the broken hearted (this Jesus drops out of his reading), to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor… and he stops here. 
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