LEVELS OF CONVERSION
Megan McKenna

NOTE: All these levels involve head (knowledge) heart (will), life-style, strength (resources),  time, intensity, money, soul, spirit, ways of praying, worship and moral-decision making. Each follows upon the other, expanding outward, ever deeper within, shifting one’s base of power. You cannot skip to one further down in the list.

1. To Jesus –personal, individual, devotional, salvation oriented and one-on-one.

2. To Church—sacraments, liturgy, devotions, Jesus as Lord and Jesus’ presence in these public rituals—spiritual direction, Lectio Divina, liturgical seasons, year, personal virtue/holiness, corporal and spiritual works of mercy.

3. To Ministry –usually in-house church—reader/lector, catechist, teacher, pastoral associate, Eucharistic minister, bringing communion outside of liturgy to the sick, infirm elderly, musician, on pastoral council, catechumenate, deaconate, etc. Begin to be held accountable for what Church teaches/believes and practices, tho still very individualistic. Growing awareness of the gifts of the Spirit, power and authority in the Church, individuals. Note: this is most often paid-professional and academically credentialed, sometimes volunteers. And often this step of conversion can be a dead-end with the process getting stopped here.


Another side of this level can be discipleship—questioning, becoming relational to others, inter-dependent on others, with others…One can be a believer in Jesus alone, but one cannot be a disciple except with others seeking to grow and mature together, helping one another and demanding integrity, being held accountable, confronted, challenged. This can be done without any connection to in-house ministries. And then the next level becomes essential.

NOTE: The next three levels are crucial. All three have to be experienced for the next overall level of growth. You can go from Church or Ministry into any of them in any order—and then the other two have to be integrated before you can move onto level 7.
4. To Scripture—the Word of God, as basis of conversion, lifestyle, practice, moral decision making, the concepts of what is good/evil; right and wrong, what constitutes holiness. Not primarily knowledge but lived experience, willed. A sense of awe develops at the presence of the Risen Lord in the Word and when others gather to share the Word. The primarily areas of Scripture: the 4 Gospels, Acts, the first 5 books of the Bible, Psalms, and Prophets. Begin a shift towards God as the Trinity—and so community as the basis of religious practice and living.
5. To Community—The Body of Christ not just as Church but all others, including and especially, the Poor. Studying the Scriptures with others for conversion of life, doing the spiritual and corporal works of mercy with others, listening to the poor, beginning to share your money, your time, your position, gifts, talents and visiting them, “pushing your privilege’, seeing them as the privileged place of revelation. Growing in compassion that leads to asking why so many need so much.  And growth in awareness of one’s own weaknesses and areas of disbelief and how that effects others in the community.      .

6. To Justice/Peace and Work in solidarity and communion with those who struggle for justice. Looking at the roots of injustice, violence, political and economical and seeking a spirituality and life style that is a sign of hope and an alternative to the dominant structures and culture. For the Jewish Community this is the work of being a Jew—Tikkum Olam—Repairing the World.  Acquiring a prophetic understanding of the Good News to the Poor and the price that can exact—but primarily working with others on behalf of the majority in most jeopardy. 

7. To The Cross—in communion with the suffering, death and violence others experience because of us. Seeking to undo the harm we have done, others do, structures and institutions do, and our collusion with evil,  reconcile enemies, live restorative justice, at-one-ment, unity of all. Prayer becomes mystical in the sense of deeply truthful and on behalf of others and social—all peoples. This stage is characterized by joy, hope, freedom based on the gospel, the presence of God and incredible gratitude.  The Cross—uncrucifying others, transforming all into good, holiness with others, on behalf of others. As Segundo Galilea said: “Prophecy is the public face of mysticism” 
8. To the Resurrection in all creation and peoples—ever more abundant life for everyone now/here—sharing that with all others with ever more generously. Awareness that even the earth is ‘groaning in expectation for the fullness of the coming of Christ—a sense of awe/worship at the universe and how to praise God with everything—that there is no place/person where God is not. Deep knowledge that we are responsible for everyone.
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