[bookmark: _GoBack]Prayers of the Faithful

All powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures. You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power of your love that we may protect life and beauty.  Lord, in your mercy     All: Hear our prayer

O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth so precious in Your eyes, bring healing to our lives that we may protect the world and sow beauty – not pollution and destruction. Lord, in your mercy     All: Hear our prayer

Dear Lord, alert each of us – and every nation of the world – that we are all morally obliged to assist developing nations in combating the effects of climate change.  Lord, in your mercy     All: Hear our prayer

Dear Lord, teach us to discover the worth of everything; to be filled with awe and contemplation; to recognise that we are profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards your infinite light. We pray and thank you for being with us each day.  Lord, in your mercy     All: Hear our prayer

We pray in the words of Pope Francis: “Holy Spirit by your light, you guide this world towards the Father’s love. You dwell in our hearts and inspire us to do what is good for the world. Praise be to you”.  Lord, in your mercy     All: Hear our prayer

Dear Lord, bring our minds into focus so that we use our resources responsibly and reduce our level of personal waste so that in our own small way, each of us can protect the world for future generations.  Lord, in your mercy     All: Hear our prayer

Dear Lord, we pray that within each of us will be developed an enhanced moral code of responsibility, values and consciousness.  Lord, in your mercy     All: Hear our prayer

Dear Lord, give us the courage to declare our resolve to act for our climate, to protect whatever is at risk of harm and to avoid whatever has the potential to leave our world worse than we found it.  Lord, in your mercy     All: Hear our prayer

‘The Lord hears the cry of the poor’ – in our busy and often frantic world, please ensure Lord that our eyes and ears are open to those less fortunate and vulnerable. Give us the strength and courage to always be alert to opportunities to support and assist and challenge us to be open and receptive to the needs of all peoples.  Lord, in your mercy     All: Hear our prayer

God of Life, we pray for those in different countries who long for green pastures and quiet streams.  God, who provides, provide for those for whom daily bread is a challenge and for those who are displaced and long for home.  Lord, in your mercy     All: Hear our prayer

God of Creation, we pray for strength and wisdom to be good stewards.  Forgive us for the ways in which we contribute to the world’s disfigurement and destruction of your Creation.  Lord in your mercy    All: Hear our prayer

God of providence;, transform us, that we may place the welfare of the earth and your people before our fleeting desires.  Grant us divine wisdom and embolden us to replace systems of destruction and wasteful consumption with systems of justice and sustainability.  Lord in your mercy   All: Hear our prayer. 

Leader:  May your blessing act in us, O Lord, and transform us with your renewing power, so that we might be wholly disposed to heed the cry of the poor and the earth and give ourselves wholeheartedly to their care and protection.  Amen.

