THEOLOGICAL DEFINTIONS
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JUSTICE

1. same word in Old/New Testaments as ‘holiness, righteousness’.

2. One of God’s attributes, names, as well as name of the Messiah to come
3. what is due to a human being by nature of being a human person. In PACEM AND TERRIS, John XXIII, there are 16 rights of justice that all human beings deserve: food/water, clothing/shelter, medicine/health care, education, job/work, security, freedom from violence, hope for their children, freedom of speech, assembly, religion, language/culture, privacy. [these are what is often referred to as the ‘corporal works of mercy]. They are planning on adding the right to immigrate
4. in the Older Testament—right relationship to God, to others/neighbors and to the earth/resources/possessions.
5. One of the 4 cardinal virtues: prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance.
6. in US law—‘equal access under the existing laws to basic necessities such as food, shelter, education, health care, jobs, etc.
7. charity expressed in terms of sheer human need (as in #3)

CHARITY

1. “Charity is often justice deferred.” St. Augustine
2. as interchangeable with the word ‘love’ in the Jewish/earlier Testament law: the SHEMA: Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is Lord alone, is one. And you are to love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your mind, all your soul and all your strength. And the second commandment is this: you are to love your neighbor as yourself.

[Note: heart is the seat of the will—to will the good of others.] In the Old Testament the criteria for obedience and faithfulness to the covenant and law is how the group called the anawim are treated: the poor, widow, orphan, illegal alien, slave, stranger, prisoner in your midst is treated. When these are ignored or treated unjustly the prophet is summoned to call Israel to repentance and conversion.] The word “strength’ is translated in some texts as “resources’ and in others as ‘isness, suchness’ meaning with everything one is/has, etc. 
3. In the New Testament law/spirit the group that is the criteria for faithfulness and obedience to the covenant are one’s enemies, personally, nationally, etc. and the poor as stated above. And the depth/extent of love is to “Love one another as I have loved you—love unto death, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends/enemies, all the beloved children of God.’ [this is connected to the imperative to forgive all, all the time, for everything].
4. Also connected to acting/imitating and remembering that we are ‘made in the image and likeness of God’—‘to be perfect/compassionate/holy as your heavenly Father is compassionate/loving/forgiving.
5. “Charity is the bone you throw the dog, when you are as hungry as the dog.” (Jack London, philosopher)

COMPASSION  
1. com/passion, to suffer with. There is no limit to this practice, as there is no limit to God’s suffering with us—in the mystery of the Incarnation—God becoming flesh/blood and bone in the person of Jesus, the Word of God made flesh now dwelling among us.  “Whatsoever you do to the least of your brothers and sisters, that you do to me.  Whatsoever you refuse or ignore doing for the least of your brothers and sisters, you ignore and refuse doing for me.” (Mt.) the criteria for judgment upon our lives as believers in Jesus. 

2. Hesed—the Hebrew word for God’s justice/mercy together. It is like two sides of one hand. God seats on the judgment seat (teaching, judging) and sits on the mercy seat as well. In God they are balanced and in harmony. We are exhorted to “Do justice, love tenderly (compassionately) and walk humbly with our God.” Micah . 

3. This concept of compassion is connected to both judgment and mercy/forgiveness.  We pray in the Our Father: Forgive us our debts/sins/offenses as we forgive those who are in debt to us, who have sinned against and/or offended us.  We are forgiven in the measure that we forgive others. We are judged justly in the measure we judge others. And we are dealt with as mercifully as we have practiced mercy to others.

4. The essence of being holy, as God is holy.

PRINCIPLE OF MERCY

The undergirding/foundation of why there is suffering/pain and how to stop it. (from Ignacio Ellcuria) Along with the personal and communal practice of the corporal works of mercy/justice, individuals and communities must ask why people are poor, hungry, without water/medicine, imprisoned, enslaved, without rights, justice and security, etc. And Christians must work against oppression, violence, evil, death in all forms, not singularly but in community, in public, in opposition to dominant cultures/governments and institutions, and systems. This resistance must be as witness, as alternatives of hope, in words/truth, in association/protection of the victims and as prophetic words (God is on the side of the poor, against rich/violent/unjust) and in action on behalf of the rights of the poor, the victims, etc. 

PROPHET

The prophet is interested in three things: What constitutes right/correct worship of God, the care of the poor and the coming of justice.  For us we separate them out, but for a prophet and in the eyes/wisdom of God they are all of one piece.  True worship of God is constituted by the work for justice for all and justice for all takes care of the poor and that is the only worship that God wants/accepts. (Actually loving one’s neighbors/enemies is worth more than all ‘burnt offerings and sacrifices’ –Mark’s gospel).  Worship disconnected from work for justice/public and communal conversion and care for the poor is insulting to God, not worship at all, but self-serving religion.  This kind of worship Jesus criticizes often and strongly. We will not be judged on the quality or length of our worship, but on our care of the poor and work for justice, and right relation to resources, the earth, etc.

POOR


1. To live without one of the basic necessities of life—the rights of justice as listed above (from PACEM IN TERRIS).  This is the reality of poverty.  It is found in extreme forms among women/children/minorities and those who suffer from violence: war, structures of government, economics and lack/greed of others.
2. The virtue of poverty (there is no limit to the personal  choice of how deeply to practice or in what style, as perceived as the specific need of the poor—as with Francis and Clare of Assisi, Little Brothers and Sisters of Jesus, Jean Vanier’s L’Arche communities, etc.). This virtue is “to live ever more simply so that others might simply live—to share from one’s own resources personally. This can be from one’s excess, from what one does not need at the moment, to sharing/giving out of one’s very sustenance and from the depth of others’ need and one’s love in response.  The gift given is evaluated (by God) according to the cost involved by the giver—whether it is charity or generosity. Justice is determined by the need of the other. Most of what is given in charity/or the practice of poverty is merely what is demanded by justice.
3. Vow—a public alternative lifestyle lived in opposition to and as an alternative of hope to the existing and more dominant culture/lifestyle. All is shared in common (and excess given to the poor). It is public compassion—lived on behalf of others in need, and association with those who live without.
4. THE IMPERATIVE OF THE GOSPEL—Jesus’ gospel (the entire gospel—Mark, Matthew, Luke, John, Acts) is “good news to the poor’ –as defined above.  The core elements are found in Luke 4—in Jesus’ sermon in his home synagogue in Nazareth. If what we preach/practice is not ‘good news to the poor’ then we are in desperate need of constant forgiveness, reconciliation and restitution, and atonement.

i.  FORGIVENESS

This is the gospel—the good news of God to the human family.  We are forgiven, made whole, holy in Jesus’ incarnation, life, death and resurrection. We are to forgive as a lifestyle (not just a practice). To forgive 70 times 7 is to stop counting and start practicing forever, for all things, all people, all times, circumstances, etc. To forgive is to give life in God, to share in God’s way of relating to people, to all of us, the beloved children of God.  We begin with forgiveness and this concept/way of relating develops into other ways of living with God and one another on the earth. This way of living, of following Jesus as a disciple entails a number of levels of practice.

ii.  RECONCILIATION   

the word means “to walk together again’ (as with Jesus walking with Peter on the beach at the end of John’s gospel, being called 3 times to profess once again his love for Jesus, after his 3 time betrayal in public of not even knowing Jesus, or being associated with him, to cursing his name). It is mutual forgiveness in community, the second gift of the Good News of God to us.

iii. RESTITUTION   

In Hebrew often the concept of Tikkum Olam (to repair the world), to repair the damage done, to restore the balance, to undo what has been done to the extent that it is possible, to accept and live with the consequences of one’s actions, to take responsibility for in public what one has done and to gracefully make amends. 

iv. ATONEMENT   

To make all at-one-ment, to bring together again, in unity, in communion, to make peace, bending to the needs of the community/communities. To be in peace, the peace of Christ, the Risen Lord.

PEACE    
1. the absence of war/violence or harm to anyone or anything. To live in abiding justice for all. (this is the reality and the consequences of being/living peace). 

2. The proclamation of the Resurrection : Peace be with you (all). It is a command, a blessing, a greeting, a welcome in, a statement of forgiveness/mercy, a statement of fact—all is as it should be, as it was in the beginning and will one day be forever among all.

3. Shalom meaning wholeness, holiness, balance, all-at-one, all of a piece, all of creation holy, no harm upon the earth, no enemies, all the beloved children, and friend of the living God who dwells among us, among all peoples. 

4. Pax Christi, the peace of Christ—the peace, not as the world gives, but as God gives. The peace born of the blood/love of Jesus crucified/risen from the dead, forgiving all as he dies, drawing us all into one. 

5. The prayer/life/spirituality of the Trinity. Jesus’ last prayer at the first/eucharist is “Father, may they all be one, as we are one, I in you and you in me, and I in the Spirit and the Spirit in us.” It is the prayer/hope for the reality of communion/unity of all in God. 

6. A gift of the Spirit of God, the tangible presence of God among humans—no violence, harm, injustice, poverty, sin, evil—the early Church was described this way: “See how those Christians love one another—there are no poor among them.” 

NOTE: 
[the words, peace, light, truth, love are almost interchangeable in the scriptures and theology]. 
NOTE: 
Until the middle of the 4th century the practice and consistent demanding belief of the Church was that no one who was a soldier or who could kill in the name of a government or anyone in authority was to be baptized. They were enrolled in the catechumenate (the long term preparation for adult baptism, about 3-9 years) and would not be baptized until they left the army and did restitution for the violence and death they had inflicted upon others. If you could kill for whatever reason, you were nowhere near learning how “to love one another as I have loved you.” You could lay down your life for your belief in Jesus, but you could not kill or harm anyone for any reason and claim to be a believer in Jesus. 

We are called to Practice Resurrection NOW!  To live in the freedom of the beloved children of God, upon the earth, loving ‘one another (starting with the poor and our enemies) as our God has loved, and is loving us’. We are called to resist evil and refuse to be mastered by any sin, evil, injustice or violence and to live an alternative of life—forgiveness, reconciliation, mercy, compassion, being peace and making peace, repairing the world and being the abiding presence of the God of life among all peoples. 
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