THINGS TO REMEMBER IN USING THE SCRIPTURES 
WITH CHILDREN
Megan McKenna

1. REMEMBER: The Scriptures were written for adults, facing conversion of life, baptism into a new religion, the cross and persecution NOT for children.

2. REMEMBER: The Scriptures are theology, usually catechetical teachings preparing adults for baptism, or for drawing people back into the church/community after they sinned or gave up their faith. And they were presented as sources for ethics, decision-making, and life in community and there are NOT just stories.

3. The usual form of story-telling in the Gospel is that of a PARABLE. It is a type of story that seeks to reveal reality (as God sees it) to a group of people and then once they see it really and truly they can decide to change their lives so that they can make God’s dream of the kingdom of justice/peace and care for the poor a reality in the world today.

4. REMEMBER: Don’t make Jesus into a “nice, sweet person’. Jesus was/is a prophet—someone who is concerned with what is true worship of God, the care of the poor, the coming of justice and peace and believes that all three of these realities are inter-related. Jesus always brings change, hope, joy and forgiveness.
5. Jesus is always teaching about the Father in the power of the Spirit, so all the gospels are about the TRINITY—our God as a community that we dwell in, and enter into at our Baptism. So Jesus is always teaching us how to live together.
6. Jesus’ primary message is forgiveness, reconciliation, no harm to anyone, living in a community that holds one another accountable and helps each other to growing living like Jesus. We are all the beloved children of God, brothers and sisters with Jesus and with one another. Everyone is in our family. There are no borders or boundaries or nations in God and it should be that way with us first and foremost.

7. We are made in the Sign of the Cross…standing upright with our arms outstretched. So our relationship with God is only as true as our relationship with everyone else in our life.

8. We pray to obey and to do God’s will (live life ever more abundantly and make sure everyone else that life too) and to try to live like Jesus with others.

9. REMEMBER: We don’t preach our Jesus, but the Jesus of the gospels—Jesus is the beloved child of God (and so are we), the servant of God (and so are we), the Good Shepherd, the one who preaches Good News to the Poor, who tells the Truth to everyone, who includes everyone, forgives everyone, eats and feeds everyone, cares and loves everyone and tells us hard things—do not harm anyone or exclude anyone.
10. Go easy on the Old Testament until they are older. It is the source of the Jewish religion and part of our heritage but we believe that what Jesus said, did and preaches fulfills and many times over-rides and even says the opposite of what is found in some of the books/stories of the Old Testament. Just as the earlier testament lays the base for the New Testament it has to grow into it—as we grow into the teachings and practice of Jesus.

11. Make the gospels contemporary. All of the gospels are about us now, not just about what happened to people so long ago. The stories are the power of the Spirit and Jesus calling us to change, to be obedient to Jesus’ words  as individuals and together with others—and bring others to love the Father—Jesus’ Father and our Father. 

12. Make it pragmatic (what would Jesus do today? Why do you think that? What would make Jesus sad or angry? How would Jesus feel about what we’re doing? Who would Jesus stand up for today? Who would Jesus eat with and call as his disciples and friends today? What would Jesus want us to change in our life?)
13. Learn some basics—don’t mix the gospels up or take a story out of context (what comes before or after it in the chapter). Don’t use an interpretation you don’t understand—REMEMBER: it is always good news to the poor. Don’t use the gospels on others, but ask what is it saying to us, about us?
14. Do some homework and study the gospels yourself as an adult—then you can TRANSLATE what it means for other age groups. You have to believe it first and be trying to put into practice in your life and live it with others or it won’t have much meaning for children. They can tell if you are sincere.
15. End by asking WHAT can we do as individuals and what can we do as a class together? How can we pray like Jesus, or how can we pray with Jesus? Use Jesus’ words from the text of the gospels and let them write and make up their own prayers from listening to the stories. 

16. Let them act the stories out themselves, or mime them, or tell them in their own words and tell them using a lot of the same words as the text with their own comments added in, draw the stories, make collages.  Use contemporary stories—what’s happening in the world, in the daily news and what frightens them, upsets them and ask what they think Jesus would say and do, and who Jesus would forgive and help—and what that means for us now.

17. REMEMBER there are just 5 major mysteries or beliefs in our religion and everything in the Scriptures (especially in the 4 Gospels) is always saying something about one or more of them.

i. THE INCARNATION—God became one of us, a human being of flesh and blood, so that we would know how to live and become the beloved children of God, God’s servants and be “good news” to the world. Looking and listening to God that we can see and know in Jesus makes us more and more like God.

ii. THE RESURRECTION—God the Father raised Jesus from the dead in the power of the Spirit and God will do that for all of us one day. But that power and life is given to us in our baptisms and given again and again in the sacraments, in liturgy, in our daily lives, through and with others. We start living resurrection life at baptism and grow into it more and more—and we must share that ‘life ever more abundantly with others.”



iii. THE BODY OF CHRIST—THE CHURCH—THE EUCHARIST—We are the body of Christ, all of us and we are the Church and we, God’s people and beloved servants and children do liturgy—give thanks to God the Father, with Jesus, in the power of the Spirit. We are the presence and the power of the Risen Lord in the world and we are the Eucharist—we live giving thanks to God with Jesus in God’s Spirit always. When we are together, people are supposed to see how God loves and lives in the world—that’s the way people come to the Church and want to become part of the Body of Christ. We have to welcome them and be God’s people who look and act like Jesus.

iv. THE TRINITY—our God is a community, Father, Son and Spirit and we all live in God and we express what we believe about God first and foremost with others. Martin Luther once said that “A Christian is no Christian’…We have to think more and more of others, with others, for others—as God does with all of us.

v. THE SPIRIT OF GOD—is the Spirit of Truth, of Light and Peace. The Spirit is the presence and the power of the Risen Lord (Jesus) that is with us today. The Spirit teaches us everything—how to pray, how to live, gives us gifts to understand the Word, and become the children of God, the servants of God, like/with Jesus. The Spirit is everywhere, in everyone, but we have to learn to see and sense and respond to the Spirit—The Scriptures tell us how to do that now.
18. ALL other mysteries, beliefs and teachings are seen in light of these great mysteries that are the foundations and the most important. So everything has to be related simply to one or more of these teachings. They bring unity and depth of meaning and hold everything together. Children can begin to learn these concepts and grow into them. Think of baby pictures—and then as they grow, year to year with moments and changes—the scriptures are like that—showing us more and more of what we are becoming –and asking us if we are more and more in the image of God that is Jesus for and with us.
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