How Michael Rosen might craft a poem

… and how you might, too.

Think of a topic from the children’s experience:

 Being sick, sleeping in, arriving at the holiday place, morning, losing a tooth, going to the dentist, waiting for your birthday, climbing a tree, favourite swimming place, an embarrassing moment, rain on the roof, learning to ride a bike…

Now have children create a picture or video in their minds about this moment by using some/all of the thought starters below. Give them time to think…talk…think.

Use the questions as starters rather than as a framework to follow. Avoid using the questions as stems for the writing as this can make a stilted formulaic piece.

What I think

What I say

What someone else says

What I do

What someone else does

What I see

What I hear

What I feel
Now play around with those writings until they seem to fit together as a piece.

This can be a narrative type poem or a personal experience type recount of a moment in time.

This can be done as a shared writing task e.g. joint construction.

Use some Michael Rosen poems to see how he has crafted them with some of these elements present.

Top Board

Michael Rosen (from You wait till I’m older than you)
After three weeks of swimming lessons

Mr Hicks the swimming teacher said,

‘OK Michael, I want you to dive off the top board’

WHAT?!

Is he crazy? I can’t do that.

The board is miles up in the air.

When people dive off there

they drop through the air

at a hundred miles an hour.

I’ve only ever dived off the side before.

Just lean forward and flop.

‘UP you go lad, just pretend it’s the side

And just go, lad, go,’ says Mr Hicks.

Up I go

I stand on the board…

…the big clock at the other end of the pool 

is just the same height as me.

The paint is peeling off the ceiling.

It’s hotter up here and the air is full of shouting.

Underneath my feet it feels like sandpaper…

‘…Just pretend it’s the side 

and just go, lad, go…’

So I did.

It felt like doing a handstand on nothing.

It felt like my belly was going into my legs.

When I hit the water 

it was like someone walloping me in the face.

‘Well done,’ said Mr Hicks.

‘I want five more of those before the end of the lesson.’

Writing ideas
Encourage children to see their everyday experiences as rich and valid to share. Model for the students how you might write about a memory or significant happening. Show how other authors and poets have used every day experiences to create writing that has impact. Let the students ask you questions and discuss their ideas.

Give them time to visualise the time, place, character that is to be the writing. They could close their eyes and take a walk through this experience, or replay the video in their minds. Help them to build up as strong an image as possible by thinking about what they would see/ hear/ say/ do/ feel/ someone else say/ someone else do. Give the opportunity for lots of focused talk.

Now focused writing can begin.

Memories….add some of your own to this list

· sight and sound of the beach



· getting lost

· arriving at the holiday place




· favourite holiday

· first plane trip






· memorable birthday

· smell of fresh cut grass





· going to Grandma’s

· sight and feel of a brand new book



· favourite smells

· new shoes







· being sick

· feel of wet sand in hands





· at the movie theatre

· sound of crickets
· losing a tooth






· smells of celebrations

· walking through the bush





· sounds of celebrations

· going to the hot bread shop




· baking with mum….

· smell of baking in the kitchen




· swimming in a river

· sight and smell and taste of freshly baked cake

· going to town to buy something for you



· best season

· going eeling




· making a hangi

· going onto the marae





· rain on the roof

· feel of riding horses





· a broken window

· snuggling into bed






· frightened by a dog

· feel of sheepskin






· broken something 

· taste of cream buns/ or hot pies/ or fish and chips


· stuck up a tree

· finger painting






· something to be proud of

· hands in dirt






· getting in BIG trouble

· swinging really high





· feeling scared

· on the flying fox






· being disappointed

· building sandcastles





· first day of school

· riding a bike

· playing in snow

· going camping

· riding on a train
