[bookmark: _TOC_250003]WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2022
Instructions for those preparing the worship

During this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Christians from many different traditions and confessions around the world gather to pray for the unity of the Church. This year’s materials and worship service have been prepared by the Middle East Council of Churches. The selection of scripture and liturgical texts is inspired by the visit of the Magi to the new-born King, as described in Matthew 2:1-12, particularly verse 2: “We saw his star in the East, and we came to worship him.”

Some suggested music is attached. If Christians from the Middle East are present in the congregation, it would be desirable to invite them to lead the singing of some of these hymns and chants in their own languages. Since the use of digital resources for worship has grown in recent years, links to online video recordings of some of the music have also been included. 

Depending on your local context, appropriate hymns and songs that highlight this year’s theme can be substituted.

Several items should be prepared for the part of the service entitled ‘Sharing Christ’s Light’. First, a piece of dark blue cloth to be strategically hung to evoke the night sky. Second, a large star which will be hung on the cloth. Third, small paper stars for the worshippers. Depending on the context, all of those present may be invited to take a star and hang it on the ‘sky’, as an offering to the heavenly king. Alternatively, representatives can be selected to do so on behalf of the various groups and communions participating in the worship.

Parts of the service assigned to a Reader may be shared among several different readers. Similarly, texts assigned to the Leader may be shared among clergy or leaders from the different traditions and communions participating in the worship. These leaders may pronounce the Sending and Blessing together.

Music

The following hymns have been suggested by the Middle East Council of Churches, which prepared of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2022, and are published under its responsibility. Local hymns can be substituted. The videos of hymns which are not in English can also be used for reflection.



O Worship the King

[image: ]https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAyKmYD2Zg8; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uI9cDJMsn14
Song of Light (St Ephrem)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0A1NVTLirM&t=53s; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0A1NVTLirM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyXcJmuxzm0; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oTcsS-CBEa8
English translation
Song of Light (Saint Ephrem)
The Light of the just and joy of the upright is Christ Jesus our Lord. Begotten of the Father, he manifested himself to us.
He came to rescue us from darkness
and to fill us with the radiance of his light.
Day is dawning upon us; the power of darkness is fading away.
From the true Light there arises for us
the light which illumines our darkened eyes.
His glory shines upon the world
and enlightens the very depths of the abyss.
Death is annihilated, night has vanished, and the gates of Sheol are broken. Creatures lying in darkness from ancient times are clothed in light.
The dead arise from the dust and sing because they have a Saviour. He brings salvation and grants us life.
He ascends to his Father on high.
He will return in glorious splendour
and shed his light on those gazing upon him.

Taize Chant: Tu amoris ignem

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbUjKaaI0rE (Aramaic version); 
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Chant: Trisagion

In English: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-lzQcSzirJg
In English and Greek:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJ6of7ViJ5w 


We Three Kings of the Orient Are

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1ZOGTPsxng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lx35_DRIZ8g
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Lord the Light of you Love (Shine Jesus Shine)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rce9UHYZwl4
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Coptic Hymn

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93_cM9FwSe8&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwA R1YUA_ a0yTKpJ7WQCnjogpvNgXAwkO4E- M5dWXnoovWwHbNiESCwJgYZN8

Our Lord, our Lord
Our Lord, our Lord, came for us our Lord. born in the manger like us because He truly loves us.
Refrain: He loves all of us; He redeemed all of our souls. (2)
Our Lord, our Lord, came for us our Lord. (2) I am glad, I am glad; by your birth, O my Lord, your birth in Bethlehem a great joy to my soul.
Our Lord, our Lord, came for us our Lord. (2) The virgin rejoiced in the word of Gabriel, our hearts are happy in the birth of Emmanuel.
Our Lord, our Lord, came for us our Lord. (2) In the east was a star shone to the wise men. Our hearts are candles lit to the Holy Lord.
Our Lord, our Lord, came for us our Lord. (2) The angels in the sky praised the Lord for His birth. Glory to God in the highest and peace be on earth.
Our Lord, our Lord, came for us our Lord (2)



image2.jpeg
Tul amoris ignem
H&
re=a
]

= 5 D Ven, Es-pi-ri-tu de Dios y de

H{# ’:d Fo—7 tu a-mor en-cien-de la lla-ma. Ven
rFrTrT i Es-pi-ri-tu de a-mor. / Ho-ly Spir-it,
HA-LOU-MA YA ROUHA 'L-LAH AD-RE-M FI NA NAR AL-MA-HAB-BA  come to us, kin-dle in us the fire of

i your love. Ho ly Spir-it, come to us,
z)—wp 3 3 £ r Ho-ly Spir-it, come to us. /
£ 2 ‘74; T P P P E E Vem Es-pi-ri-to de,a mor, vem
I | a-cen-der em nos o teu fo-go. Vem
Es-pi-ri-to de a-mor, vem Es-pi-ri-to

J de a-mor. / Sven-to- -ji Dva-sia a-teik,

|
j— 3 F 3 rar"g tu sa-vo mei-Iés ug-nj uz-de-ki.
=
YA
'

[

'
=F

IrY
IrY

ji Dva-sia a-teik, Sveu-lo-u
ROUHA 'L-LAH HA-LOU-MA YA ROUHAL-LAH

Dva-sia a-teik. /
‘Fﬂ : 4 4 g pa— N sl gh L et JJL§_.

1 & fobi s gLl

(Viens Saint-Esprit, allume le feu de ton amour. / Komm Heiliger Geist, entziinde das Feuer deiner Liebe. / Vieni, Spirito Santo, accendi il fuoco
del tuo amore. / Przyjdz. Duchu Swiety, rozpal ogien Twej mil / Ipunan, Cesroii JIyx, 3a&ru orons TBoeii mo0BH.)

ST
i 11 ]





image3.jpeg
We Three Kings of Orient Are

%LKF J—}—h—
1 We three are;  bear-ing gits we
2 Bom a plain, gold 1 bring to

_3 Frank-in - j in - cense owns a
s Mymh s “fume breathesa lfe of
5 Glo-rious rise, King and God and

e

— =

EE R
S =5
far, field and foun-tain, moorand moun-tain, fol - low-ing yon - der star.
gain; king for - ev-er, ceas-ing nev - er, o-ver us all to reign.
; prayer and prais-ing, glad

gloom;sor - rowing,sigh-ing, bleed-i
fice: heavnsings  al - le

Iy rais - ing, wor-ship-ing God Most High.
dy - ing, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
<l - iaieal - le-lu-ia the earth re - plies.

ot

S4f Bttt petr

F—H—

===sse

won-der, star of night, star with roy - al beau-ty

P e

still pro-ceed-ing, guide us to thy per-fect light!

Teat oo ey Hopkins.Je. 120- 191l
Mt Sona e Hophs I 830 151

ity

THREE KINGS OF ORIENT
i e




image4.png
Lord the light of your love

Capo 2(G)

Majestic and steady

(Shine Jesus shinc)

Graham Kendrick

A D/A E/A D/A A D/A
% N ’ﬁ iy t iy
—= 1= e =
> — —
=he s = ”
E/A D/A D/A A E/A
. | e
L x —
= 33 3 < F -
l.Lord, the light of your love  is shin - ing,
G =
- == z
A D/A A E/A D ED
g T P —F——FFF—F—+——"3
SEEESS B = e e ’ =
in the midst of the dark - ness, shin - ing; Je - sus, Light of the
JJ o
ﬁ: 3 ==
2,

& C#m Fim D
%‘T E == E== ==
F——= —3 i < <4 <
World, shine up-on us, set us free by the truth you now bring us.
L) o
CERSZ £ =t

B ——

1of2




image5.png
Esus* E G Esus® E

g 4 8 G
5 ¥ = =¥
& F B F 7
Shine  on me, shine  on me.
g e = o
o F r**?e =
Chorus
A EA A D A/C+ Bm E
L= [ g
3 ;i i !—— = f!
57 % E:é 3 FL
Shine, Je -sus, shine, fill this land with the Fa-ther’s glo - ry;
Flow, i - ver, flow, flood the na - tions with grace and mer - cy;
—t f
e —F = ma——
8 I T - )
L 1
B Bm/A G E
LA EA Aﬁ D 4‘ ACt Bm m/
+ ! = = e =
o —— St =
=t
blaze,  Spi - rit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
send  forth your word, Lord, and
o ‘ H— + —p &
SiAs: e AN
Last time
E/A DA Dps. A DA A
L —- 3
=43
let there be light.
B == = =
= = — =

o
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