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“Out of the depthsIcry to you O Lord; hear my voice”

The Anglican and Catholic Bishops of Aotearoa New Zealand jointly issued the following statement on Friday 20 October, on the Israel-Palestine conflict.

War is once again destroying people’s lives
in the Holy Land. This new cycle of violence
in this long conflict brings us new images of
bloodied bodies and the anguished cries and
faces of children, women and men - both
Palestinian and Israeli. We're seeing homes
destroyed, lives shattered and hope for peace
strangled.

The Anglican and Catholic Bishops of
Aotearoa New Zealand, meeting together
in Wellington this week, jointly express
their horror at the latest acts of violence and
join international voices in calling for an
immediate ceasefire.

“May we commit ourselves to
being instruments of peace.”

Anglican Archbishop Phillip Richardson
said: ‘Hospitals and civilian infrastructure are
protected under International Humanitarian
Law. Such niceties of law did not protect the
wounded in Al Ahli Anglican Hospital and
the people who were seeking sanctuary and
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protection. There are no winners in war: so
often, it is innocent people who are maimed
and killed’

The conflict between Israel and Palestine is
a wound that has continued to fester. Various
diplomatic efforts to find a solution have
failed because of the unwillingness to honour
international agreements. Violence will never
be a solution.

Bishop Steve Lowe, President of the

New Zealand Catholic Bishops’ Conference
said: ‘As Bishops, we endorse the work of
those groups and institutions in Israel and
Palestine who work for peace, justice, and
reconciliation. Such work recognises our
common humanity. This is the path that we
advocate for peace in the Holy Land’

The bishops jointly ask our government
and diplomatic authorities to advocate for
an immediate ceasefire and the opening
and ongoing safeguarding of humanitarian
corridors.

‘In this very emotional time, we cannot
let anger lead us into antisemitism or
Islamophobia. Let us remember that there are
innocent victims on both sides of the conflict.
To our fellow interfaith religious leaders, we
ask: “Let us unite in prayer and action for a
lasting peace”.

“To the people of Aotearoa New Zealand;
we urge you to pray for peace and to support
aid appeals for those impacted by this
humanitarian crisis.

In Psalm 130 we hear: ‘Out of the depths I
cry to you O Lord; hear my voice. O let your

Pope Francis calls US President Joe Biden
to discuss peace. (See p 5) Photo: Vatican Media

ears be attentive to the voice of my pleading’

The bishops concluded: ‘May we too be
attentive to those who call out to us from the
depths of despair and destruction. May we
commit ourselves to being instruments of
peace’
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From the editor

Annette Scullion

Teéna koutou

Global events of huge
significance dominate this issue
of WelCom and call for our
prayerful attention.

Pope Francis has called for
an immediate ceasefire in Gaza
amid escalating violence and
the humanitarian catastrophe
unfolding since Israel launched
retaliatory attacks on Hamas
infrastructure in Gaza on 7
October. During his Sunday
Angelus on 29 October the Pope
said, ‘We say “ceasefire, ceasefire”
Brothers and sisters, stop! War is
always a defeat, always. He also
renewed an appeal for the release
of all hostages held by Hamas,
following their attack on Israel.

In a jointly issued statement
the New Zealand Catholic and
Anglican bishops have expressed
horror at the latest acts of
violence and join international
voices calling for an immediate
ceasefire and peace in the Holy
Land, saying, ‘Let us unite in
prayer and action for a lasting
peace’ They go on to say, ‘To the
people of Aotearoa New Zealand;
we urge you to pray for peace and
to support aid appeals for those
impacted by this humanitarian
crisis’

Occupied West Bank territory.
In a message to the New Zealand
Catholic bishops, he asked for
prayers and said there was great
uncertainty about what might
happen from day to day. Peter
provides his perspective on the
unfolding crisis (p 5).

On the environmental front,
Pope Francis has published a
new document called Laudate
Deum, which builds on his 2015
encyclical, Laudato Si’. Its full title
is: Apostolic Exhortation Laudate
Deum of the Holy Father Francis
to all people of good will on the
climate crisis, (p 20.)

The Vatican has announced
Pope Francis will take part in the
UN’s international climate summit
in Dubai, COP28, which begins
on 30 November. The Popes
attendance follows a meeting at the
Vatican with the Sultan Ahmed
al-Jaber, COP28s  President-
designate, to discuss the crucial
role of faith leaders in advancing
the climate agenda at COP28.
Dr Al Jaber and Pope Francis
also discussed aligning Laudate
Deum with the COP28 Interfaith
Declaration, to be signed after the
global faith leaders summit in
Dubai this month (p 6).

In this WelCom we also have
coverage of the eagerly awaited
report on the month-long Synod
on Synodality (p7). It provides

New Zealander Br Peter important perspectives on what it
Bray fsc is the Vice-Chancellor — means to be a Synodal Church.
of Bethlehem University in the Nga mihi
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A time of listening to the
experience of many

Archbishop Paul Martin SM
Archbishop of Wellington

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ
I am writing this in the last
week of the Synod here in Rome. It
has been a time of listening to the
experience of many, of trying to
see where the Holy Spirit is leading
the Church and how to be faithful
to our call to follow Christ from
within our Catholic tradition.
Some people will be waiting for
answers to some of the pastoral

questions that are a challenge to
us in our modern western world.
These have arisen and had some
discussion, as part of a process
of listening and discerning. This
Synod was never intended to be a
time for changing Church teaching
at one meeting. We have tried to
hear what are the ways we can be
a Church more focused on our
mission of proclaiming the Gospel,
while also building up the body of
Christ, which is his Church, for the
sake of this mission.

That is a concrete reality for us
in our two dioceses of Wellington
and Palmerston North. How do we
work to help one another fall more
deeply in love with Christ? How do
our faith communities support one
another in the reality of our daily
lives? How are we working to help
those who are poor and in need?
How are we proclaiming the Gospel
by our lives? What does that look
like in our individual parishes and in
our dioceses? These are the starting
points for us in our own reflection
and planning. Hopefully the work
of the Synod over this first session
and the second one next year, will
help us to do this more effectively.

One of the gifts to the Synod
have been the talks of Fr Timothy

Radcliffe OP [English Catholic
priestand Dominican friar]. He gave
the retreat to us at the beginning of
the Synod and during the meeting
has been giving reflections as well.
If you have a chance to watch or
read them, I encourage you to do
so. They are not too long and they
provide matter for us to ponder in
our call to follow Christ and to be a
Church that is trying to be synodal
in her way of operating. The links to
his last talk on Monday, 23 October,
is referenced below.

I encourage you to continue to
pray for peace in those places of
war and strife. Hearing people at
the Synod talking about what is
going on in their own countries has
reminded me of how blessed we
are to live in New Zealand and the
responsibility we have to pray for
peace for our brothers and sisters.

May you be blessed in your lives
as we move towards the end of this
year.

Nga mihi nui

A Synod spiritual reflection by Fr
Timothy Radcliffe OP can be read
online via this link:
tinyurl.com/fr-timothy-radcliffe

Prayers called for Archbishop Novatus Rugambwa

Bishop Steve Lowe, President
of the New Zealand Catholic
Bishops Conference advised, on 28
October, that the Apostolic Nuncio,
Archbishop Rugambwa had been
taken seriously ill the previous
day. Bishop Steve wrote: ‘Yesterday
Archbishop Novatus Rugambwa,
our Apostolic Nuncio, had a severe

stroke. He is in a serious condition
at Wellington Hospital. Please keep
him in your prayers’

Archbishop Novatus was to
have invested Archbishop Paul
Martin sm with the Pallium on
Sunday 5 November at St Mary
of the Angels 5pm Mass. Instead
Bishop Steve Lowe will now make

this presentation on Sunday 5
November at St Mary of the Angels
5pm Mass.

Please pray for Archbishop
Novatus at this time.
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First New Zead P

A national assembly of Catholic
priests was held in October for the
first time in five years.

One hundred and seventy five
priests attended the five-day event,
which was held in Rotorua and was
described as ‘uplifting’ and ‘joyous’
by those who participated.

In many respects, it has been a
time of national trauma since their
last gathering in 2018. The country
has experienced such painful
events as the mosque shootings, the
Whakaari-White Island volcanic
eruption, the major storms early
this year and the three years of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Fr Michael Hishon of Dunedin,
chair of the 2023 National Assembly
of Diocesan Priests organising
committee, says he is very satisfied
how all the many months of meetings
and preparation culminated in the

Catholic priests from the six dioceses across New Zealand gathered at a national assembly of priests in Rotorua.
Photo: Supplied

successful assembly.

“The last five years have proven
a kind of stormy and even at
times demoralising period for us

all as priests attempting to make
our way, and so this opportunity
to gather has made for a really

hopeful and joy-gilded five days of

companionship;, Fr Michael said at
the assembly’s conclusion.

Fr Michael said the formal
welcome at Te Papaiouru Marae

on Monday, the formal dinner on
Thursday night, and everything in
between was a success.

Speakers included Archbishop
of Brisbane Mark Coleridge, New
Plymouth assistant parish priest
Fr Vui Hoang, Whanganui parish
priest Fr Craig Butler, Pakuranga
parish priest Sherwin Lapaan, new
Bishop of Palmerston North John
Adams, Caritas chief executive Mena
Antonio, Catholic Enquiry Centre
director ~ Rebecca  Taylor-Hunt,
Auckland Catholic couple Hannah
and James van Schie, and Dr Therese
Lautua and Lucienne Hensel, who
took a leading part in the Oceania
and diocesan phases respectively of
the current Synod of Synod process.

Source: NZCBC

> Bishop Mark Coleridge, p 4.

Fr Richard Laurenson appointed Catholic Bishop of Hamilton

Pope Francis has appointed Fr
Richard Laurenson from the
Diocese of Hamilton as the new
Catholic Bishop of Hamilton.

The appointment was announced
in Rome at 11pm New Zealand
time, Wednesday 25 October.

Bishop-elect Laurenson replaces
Bishop Stephen Lowe, who was
appointed Bishop of Auckland in
December 2021. It means all six
New Zealand dioceses now have
a bishop, following the recent
ordination and installation of
Bishop John Adams as Bishop of
Palmerston North.

Bishop-elect Laurenson says he
is looking forward to his new role
with a mix of fear and peace and is
praying that he does not disappoint.

‘When I was ordained Deacon
in December 1994, I gave my life
to the Lord, singing a hymn of St
Ignatius: “Take Lord, receive, all
my liberty, my understanding, my
entire will” I have reaffirmed that
gift many times over the years.
Being a sinner I often “take” the
offer back, but I do intend once
more to submit my will to his. This
I resolved again to do when I was
asked to by Pope Francis to become
the bishop for Hamilton. Since then
I keep moving between peace and
terror, especially when I look at the
future only known to God. Trust is
an easy word, but difficult to live. I
find it hard to believe that the Lord
wants me to do this, I pray that I do
not disappoint him too much’

Currently the parish priest at All
Saints by the Sea, Papamoa Coast,
in the Bay of Plenty, Bishop-elect
Laurenson was born in Hamilton
in 1968. He was ordained as a
Hamilton diocesan priest by Bishop
Denis Browne in 1995 and has since

Bishop-elect Richard Laurenson has been appointed as the new Catholic

Bishop of Hamilton.

served as parish priest in many parts
of the diocese, including St Joseph,
Waihi; Immaculate Conception,
Taumarunui; St Joseph, Fairfield;
St Peter Chanel, Te Rapa; and Holy
Cross, Hamilton North.

Photo: Supplied

He is also currently diocesan
Chancellor, Vicar for Marriage, a
member of the College of Consultors
and, since 2019, Defender of the
Bond at the Tribunal of the Catholic
Church in New Zealand. He was a

“The worship of God is our number one reason for being
Catholic, so the promotion of Good and Godly Liturgy will be a

personal priority.”

Bishop-elect Laurenson
attended Holy Cross Seminary in
Mosgiel. He has a Baccalaureate in
Theology from Otago University
(1992) and studied for and obtained
a Licentiate in Canon Law from
Pontifical Urbaniana University in
Rome from 2007 to 2010.

judge and associate judicial vicar
from 2016 to 2019. As a military
chaplain for a decade, he served for
a time with peacekeeping forces in
Bougainville and Timor Leste.
Bishop Lowe, who is also
President of the NZ Catholic
Bishops Conference, says: I was

delighted to receive the news that
Pope Francis had appointed Fr
Richard Laurenson as the fourth
Bishop of Hamilton. Bishop-elect
Richard will be the first Bishop
of the diocese who was born and
grew up in the diocese [Bishop
Max Takuira Mariu, also a son of
the diocese, was Auxiliary Bishop
of Hamilton 1988-2005]. Bishop-
elect Richard brings a wealth of
experience to the role and will be a
blessing to the people and priests of
the Diocese of Hamilton’

Bishop-elect Laurenson says
being a parish priest means always
thinking parochially, with a nod to
diocesan impacts.

“This change in my situation
will take some getting used to, so
I beg the indulgence of my brother
priests and the good people of God
in the diocese as we all get to grips
with my new situation.

‘What do we need to be
doing in the diocese once the
dust settles?” asks Bishop-elect
Laurenson. ‘Given it is too early

to make pronouncements in this
area, I have always had a passion
for evangelisation and the RICA/
RCIC [Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults and Children], and this
passion will continue.

‘The worship of God is our
number one reason for being
Catholic, so the promotion of Good
and Godly Liturgy will be a personal
priority. To enable the right worship
of God we need priests, holy priests,
so calling our young men to a life
of brave adventure with the Lord
is more necessary than ever. One
thing generally lacking in all our
dioceses is widespread, good
parish-based catechesis for our
practising adults of all ages. This
too is something that would benefit
from our attention’

Bishop-elect ~ Laurenson s
expected to be ordained on Friday
8 December, the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception, at a time
to be determined.

Source: NZCBC

sections/32798/tickets

St Patrick’s College
Wellington

New Zealand’s oldest Catholic boys’ college

St Patrick’s College Parents and Friends Association are pleased

to announce the upcoming Art Exhibition, Aranga — Emerge, to be
held in the O’Shea Performing Arts Centre on Friday 3 November at
7.00pm. This is an amazing exhibition with well-known, established
artists and student art on show. Tickets are $35.00 and include a
complimentary drink upon arrival, an array of nibbles throughout the
night, and a cash bar will be operating. Link to purchase tickets is:

https://www.trybooking.com/nz/events/10607/sessions/42294/

Sectare Fidem - Hold firm to the Faith
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'Fasten seatbelts for change - Archbishop Coleridge

New Zealand’s Catholic priests have
been told to fasten their seatbelts
for a journey of change and there is
no going back.

Inakeynotespeech to the National
Assembly of Diocesan Priests last
month, Archbishop of Brisbane
Mark Coleridge said the Catholic
Church was in an Abrahamic
moment, going somewhere with the
destination unclear.

‘The  spiritual  vitality —of
the Church is largely found in
our immigrant communities;
Archbishop Coleridge told the 175
priests from New Zealands six
dioceses who met in Rotorua.

‘The centre of gravity of the
Church is passing to Africa, Asia
and Latin America. We have a
Pope from Argentina. Its fasten
your seatbelts time. We are going
somewhere and there is no way
back’

The biblical Abraham was told by
God to go on a journey, which he set
out on not knowing where he was

going, Archbishop Coleridge said.

‘We are heading into a future the
shape of which is unclear. But the
act of faith is that there is one who
does know where it is all leading.
We must keep our eyes and ears on
God. We have to be on the journey,
assured of what we do.

‘What we teach as priests seems
to be a nonsense to many people
in Australia and New Zealand. The
Gospels however provide us with
that reassurance we need.

“The stories in the Bible are often
unfinished. Why? The stories in the
Bible have to be finished in places
like Hamilton, Dunedin, Naenae,
even Brisbane’

The Church today has fewer
priests than in the past, said
Archbishop Coleridge. It is a fact.

‘We cannot sustain the current
mode of provision of priests,
with far fewer priests and fewer
people. The shortage of people
is the real problem. There are far
fewer people who identify with the

Church or come to Mass. People
like our schools. They ask why are
our schools full and our churches
empty? Institutionally we are
diminished’

The abuse crisis is another fact.
‘It looms over everything. It’s been
astounding to me how my life as
a bishop has been swamped by
the abuse crisis. It’s corrosive in a
unique way. What has all this done
to bishops and priests? We are
almost afraid to look at the damage’

Archbishop Coleridge said the
administrative burden on priests
has also become more complex and
leadership is not as straightforward
as it used to be.

“Think of the papacy. If you see
footage of Pope Pius XII [Pope 1939-
58], look at the rituals surrounding
the papal court and compare it with
what happens with Pope Francis
now. In between those two popes
there has been a dismantling of the
papal court, thank God’

Archbishop  Coleridge  told

‘We must keep our eyes and our ears on God. We have to be on the journey;
Archbishop of Brisbane Mark Coleridge said at the National Assembly of

Diocesan Priests in Rotorua.

the priests they needed to be like
Abraham and turn wandering
into journeys. Journeying is hard
work, but it is going somewhere, to
paradise, to the Garden. We have to
live between being pilgrim and settler.

“The priest as pilgrim is someone
who can say to all the wanderers,

Photo: Supplied

“come on a journey”. But the priest
in a diocese is also a settler. The
priest has a parish, and people are
the community. We have to put
down roots in a particular place, a
parish. That’s at the heart of what
we consider to be spirituality.

Progress on re-emerging social justice commission

Kevin Campbell

It is hoped the Palmerston North
Diocese will soon have a Diocesan
Justice Peace Development and
Ecology Commission (JPDEC -
Commission) up and running once
again. Over the past 12 months
a steering group (SG) has been
working on the restoration and
renovation of the PN JPDEC. It has
formulated a constitution, terms
of reference and a draft budget for
Bishop John Adams’ consideration
and action.

The SG has canvassed the diocese
for people who are interested and
would be suitable to be considered as
Commission members. Their names

will be provided to Bishop John.

The SG responded to a think-tank
(T-T) that met over several months
with the dioceses former Local
Administrator Fr Craig Butler, and
which unanimously recommended
the continuance of a JPDEC. The
T-T recognised the particular role
of education and youth involvement
in JPDE issues. The proposed
constitution requires all regions
within the diocese are represented on
the Commission.

In keeping with the
recommendations of all popes from
Vatican II onwards, the SG has
provided for both an ecumenical
and inter-faith outreach within the
Commission.

While it is envisaged the

Commission will assist the bishop
in, at times, speaking out on issues of
justice, peace, development and the
ecology throughout the diocese, the
SG strongly recommends that core
action on Justice Peace Development
and the Ecology springs from each
and every parish, both large and
small, within the diocese.

Rather than the Commission
being a body ‘telling’ parishes what
areas of JPDE the parish should
be acting on, and when to act,
the Commission is more open to
listening and learning from each
parish. Each parish is best placed
to know what ‘the cries of the earth
and the cries of the poor’ are in their
own area, to read their own signs of
the times and to take transformative

action for the common good in
their own area in their own way.
The Commission is to be a
resource and support to parishes,
and, in turn, it is resourced and
supported by Caritas. Hopefully,
each parish too will work with
other Christian communities and
inter-faith groups within their own
area in addressing JPDE issues.
Vibrant beating hearts attuned
to justice, peace, development and
ecology, in every place throughout
the diocese is a sure sign of Pope
Francis' ‘new evangelisation’ and
effective mission. We pray for
such renovation in the Diocese
of Palmerston North and the
Commission’s contribution to it.

Kevin Campbell is a member of the
Steering Group of PN JPDEC.

>> Seek out the Poor! p 15.

United call for a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty

Concerned leaders across diverse
religious communities joined by
other individuals and organisations
around the globe have been calling
for governments to create a Fossil Fuel
Non-Proliferation Treaty (FENPT).

The proposal is to form a global
alliance to govern the end to fossil
fuel expansion, phase out fossil fuels,
and ensure a just transition to non-
fossil-fuel energy sources.

In the leadup to the upcoming
UN Climate Change Conference
COP28, in Dubai 30 November-12
December, Catholic leaders from
Oceania and Asia have been
amplifying the need for meaningful

change through the FFNPT
initiative and for support to petition
regional and global representatives
at COP 28.

The Religious Diversity Centre
of Aotearoa New Zealand have been
leading the call in this country. The
centres climate action work group
says it is critical for New Zealand’s
representatives at COP28 to support
the call for the FFNPT. They
have been asking individuals and
organisations to become signatories
to the call and petition to New
Zealand’s COP28 delegation.

Archbishop Paul Martin sm and
Wellington Archdiocese’s Ecology

Justice and Peace Commission have
become signatories. The Steering
Group for the soon-to-be appointed
Palmerton North Diocese JPDE
Commission have also endorsed
the call.

Estelle  Henrys, of the
archdiocese’s EJP Commission, says
Pope Francis’ letter Laudate Deum
released last month, ‘emphasises
the urgency of the climate crisis
and recognises the most effective
solutions will come through
courageous political decisions at
national and international levels’
[LD 60].

‘Our faith demands we nurture

and preserve all of Gods Creation.
Our ecological approach is an
integrated one responding to the “cry
of the earth and the cry of the poor”

You can become a signatory to
the call by emailing admin@rdc.
org.nz or rdc.org.nz/contact; says
Estelle.

‘Representatives ~ from  the
Religious Diversity Centre will
present these endorsements to the
Government on 16 November for
New Zealand's COP28 delegation’

Visit  fossilfueltreaty.org/faith-
letter and rdc.org.nz/fossil-fuel-
non-proliferation-treaty/ for more
information.

Male Survivors Wellington

The Road Forward

Tane Whai Ora

Abuse takes place in isolation
- recovery works well with others.
We provide peer support to male survivors of sexual abuse

through individual and group peer support, therapist-led workshops,
referral to counsellors and other agencies as needed.

Contact Richard Brewer:
support@theroadforward.org.nz
Tel: 021 118 1043
www.theroadforward.org.nz

Wellington Sexual Abuse

We support individuals, whanau and
communities affected by sexual violence.
Our free 24/7 crisis support line, social
work and counselling services are available
to everyone - regardless of age, gender,
ethnicity or sexuality.

For immediate support call (04) 801-6655
(press O at the menu).
To find out more about our services
visit www.wellingtonhelp.org.nz
or email support@wellingtonhelp.org.nz

HELP

‘Life of Faith’
podcast

A recent interview with Br Kevin
Dobbyn fms on Hamilton-
based ‘Free FM’ has been made
into a podcast. Br Kevin, a Te
Kupenga lecturer and course co-
ordinator based in Palmerston
North, shares something of his
interesting life story. He also
addresses overarching questions
about the handling of abuse
complaints within the Catholic
Church. He speaks thoughtfully
and well, offering a positive and
creditable message. You can
listen to the podcast titled, A
Life of Faith — In Conversation
with Brother Kevin Dobbyn’ at:
tinyurl.com/Life-of-Faith

e

www.catholicfunerals.co.nz
Phone: (04) 570-0111
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Watershed moment in the Holy Land

Michael Fitzsimons

The crisis in Gaza is a watershed
moment that could have long-term
impact on life in the Holy Land, says
New Zealander Br Peter Bray fsc,
the Vice-Chancellor of Bethlehem
University in the Occupied West
Bank territory.

In a message to the New Zealand
Catholic bishops, he asked for
prayers and said there was great
uncertainty about what might
happen from day to day.

Taranaki-raised Br Peter moved
from Wellington to Bethlehem, the
birthplace of Jesus, in 2008 to take
up the vice-chancellor role. His
work as a teacher and education
consultant has taken him around
the world. He made a speaking tour
of New Zealand for the bishops
early this year talking about the
Israel-Palestine issue.

Bethlehem  University =~ was
founded by Br Peter’s De la Salle
Bothers in 1973. It was the first
registered university established in
the Occupied West Bank territory
of Palestine and is the only Catholic
university in the Holy Land. It
currently has 3,259 students (Muslim
and Christian), 17,282 graduates and
214 faculty members. It is celebrating
its Golden Jubilee this year.

‘T was not surprised by the attack
on Israel by Hamas [7 October];
Br Peter said in his message to the
bishops. ‘While I do not approve

of violence as a response, given the
ongoingand increasing violent attacks
on Palestinians by the Israeli military
and the settlers over recent months,
as well as the provocative moves by
settlers around Al-Aqsa Mosque in
Jerusalem during the Jewish feast, I
can understand why the Palestinians

reacted in the way they did.
‘With the extreme right-wing
government in Israel and the

stated priority of the expansion of
settlements in the West Bank, the
pressure on Palestinians has been
enormous. There have been more
Palestinians killed by the military
and settlers this year than any year
since 2006. It has been obvious
that there has been a growing
frustration among Palestinians that
the international community has
forgotten about them and let Israel
do whatever it wants.

not been able in any way to contain
what Israel has been doing, so the
Palestinian frustration has boiled
over through Hamas, who claim to
be defending what remains of the
Palestinian land and its people.

‘What happened was a major
embarrassment to the Israeli military
because Hamas fighters were able to
take over several military bases and
settlements near Gaza and capture
soldiers and civilians as hostages.
There are real fears now that the
Israeli military will strike back with
significant violence in retaliation.
I think this is a watershed moment
that could have long-term impact on
life here in the Holy Land’

In a subsequent communication,
Br Peter said a third-year student at
Bethlehem University, Khaled Al-
Mubhtasib, had been shot and killed
in Jerusalem.

“Here at Bethlehem University we are pursuing a position that the
Church in the Holy Land has consistently taken of speaking about
justice, peace, reconciliation, respect and a search for equality.

‘The steady expansion of
settlements and forcing Palestinians
off their land or out of their houses,
as well as the continued pressure on
Palestinians with home demolition,
has left the Palestinians very aware
that they are being driven off their
land. Many of the settlers make
it very obvious they want to take
the whole land and do not want
Palestinians around.

‘The Palestinian Authority has

Speaking of his own experience
when visiting the university’s
online students in Gaza a few
months ago, Br Peter said he was
appalled at the conditions under
which they were living.

‘So much has changed since
then and things have got so much
worse. There are many people
there who do not support Hamas,
both Christians and Muslims.
Bethlehem University has some

Br Peter Bray, FSC, Vice Chancellor, Bethlehem University, asks for
prayers and says there is great uncertainty about what might happen

from day to day.

400 graduates from Gaza and we
are deeply concerned about them.
It was Hamas who orchestrated the
attack on Israel, not all the people
in Gaza! Yet despite that, Israel has
cut off all water, power, medical,
food and other essential supplies
to all people there. This collective
punishment of all people in Gaza is
having a devastating impact’

Br Peter said Israel has closed
all checkpoints into Jerusalem and
around Bethlehem, which meant 40
per cent of Bethlehem University’s
students from East Jerusalem were
unable to get to campus.

‘In addition, there are Israeli
“flying” checkpoints south of
Bethlehem making it impossible
for students from Hebron and

Photo: Supplied

villages around it to get to campus.
As a result, Bethlehem University
has moved to online classes in the
meantime. How long this will last is
uncertain’

Br Peter said the situation there
was tense and unpredictable with a
heightened Israeli military presence
in and around Bethlehem.

“The language that is being used by
both sides dehumanises people with
the result that everyone on the other
side is an enemy. Here at Bethlehem
University we are pursuing a position
that the Church in the Holy Land
has consistently taken of speaking
about justice, peace, reconciliation,
respect and a search for equality. It is
an uphill task against the dominant
words of hate and revenge!’

US President Joe Biden is pictured
with Pope Francis during a meeting
at the Vatican in 2021.

Photo: Vatican Media/CNA

Biden and Pope Francis discuss ‘durable peace’ in Israel and Gaza

President Joe Biden and Pope
Francis spoke by phone on 22
October 2023 to discuss the conflict
in Israel and Gaza and facilitating a
path to ‘durable peace’ in the region,
according to the press offices of
both leaders.

‘The President condemned the
barbarous attack by Hamas against
Israeli civilians and affirmed the need
to protect civilians in Gaza, according
to a readout of the call from the White
House. It added the pair discussed the

president’s ‘recent visit to Israel and
his efforts to ensure delivery of food,
medicine, and other humanitarian
assistance to help alleviate the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

“They also discussed the need to
prevent escalation in the region and
to work toward a durable peace in
the Middle East.

The Holy See Press Office said
the conversation lasted around
20 minutes, and the Pope and the
president spoke about ‘situations of

conflict in the world and the need to
identify paths to peace’

Earlier that same day at the
Angelus prayer, Pope Francis called
for peace in the Holy Land.

‘T am very concerned, grieved;
he said. T pray and I am close to
all those who are suffering, the
hostages, the wounded, the victims
and their families! He appealed for
more humanitarian aid for Gaza
and said he also was praying for the
suffering people of Ukraine.

Since the phone «call an
increasing number of humanitarian
aid convoys have been allowed into
Gaza from Egypt, bringing urgently
needed medicines and food.

During his Sunday Angelus on
29 October Pope Francis called
for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza
amid escalating violence and a
humanitarian catastrophe in the
enclave. He also renewed an appeal
for the release of all hostages held
by Hamas.
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Pope Francis first pope to attend

Pope Francis will take part in the
United Nationss international
climate summit in Dubai, known
as COP28, which begins on 30
November.

COP28 is being held in the
United Arab Emirate’s largest city,
from 30 November to 12 December.
The Pope’s attendance follows an
11 October meeting at the Vatican
between His Holiness Pope Francis
and the Sultan Ahmed al-Jaber,
the UAE minister of industry and
advanced technology and the UN
climate conference’s President-
designate.

Dr Al Jaber met Pope Francis
to discuss the crucial role of faith
leaders in advancing the climate
agenda at COP28. During the
meeting, Dr Al Jaber expressed
gratitude to the Vatican for its
climate action advocacy and
invited Pope Francis to participate
in the World Climate Action
Summit at COP28.

The Pope is expected to travel
to Dubai at the very start of the
summit and will formally address
the delegates.

The Pope and the 50-year-old
sultan, who is also the managing
director and group CEO of Abu
Dhabi’s national oil company,
spoke in particular of the need for a
‘detailed action plan’ to implement
the Paris Agreement. With that
2015 international treaty, the
parties pledged to keep ‘the increase
in the global average temperature to
well below 2°C above pre-industrial
levels’ and to continue efforts ‘to
limit the temperature increase to
1.5°C above pre-industrial levels’
The mechanism was weakened
in 2017 when Donald Trump
withdrew the United States from
the agreement.

The presence of a pope at a UN
climate summit will be a first. Pope
Francis almost went to Glasgow
(Scotland) to attend COP26 in

Global summit for faith leaders

The COP28 Presidency has
collaborated with the Vatican,
the Muslim Council of Elders,
and the TUN Environment
Programme to ensure inclusivity
in the COP process by integrating
faith organisations into climate
discussions. The Presidency has
designed a series of inter-faith
initiatives in the run up to and

during the COP28 conference. One
of these will be a global summit for
faith leaders, ‘the Confluence of
Conscience, on 6-7 November in
Abu Dhabi.

It will unite hundreds of
religious leaders, academics and
scientists to collectively address the
findings of the Global Stocktake
(an ‘inventory’ by countries and

v

climate summit

Pope Francis shakes hands with Dr Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber, President-

designate of COP28.

November 2021. Despite very
advanced preparations for the trip,
he cancelled at the last moment
when it became apparent the

stakeholders on their progress
towards meeting the Paris
Agreement) and sign a declaration
to progress climate action at
COP28.

The gathering will discuss the
ethical responsibilities of faith
leaders in addressing the climate
crisis and will call for increased
ambition at COP28 and beyond.
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summit would not be a success. It
is believed the Pope preferred to
back out, rather than risk appearing
as a guarantor brandished by the

Additionally, the  COP28
Presidency will co-host the Faith
Pavilion at COP28, marking the
first-ever pavilion of its kind at a
COP event.

The Faith Pavilion will host
panels with religious leaders,
scientists, and political leaders, as
well as encourage intergenerational
dialogue involving young

organisers to hide poor results.

This time, however, given the
urgency of the situation, Pope
Francis seems to have overcome
such fears. The man that some have
dubbed ‘the green pope’ felt the
same sense of urgency in 2015 when
he speeded up the publication of
his ecological and social encyclical,
Laudato si’, so that it could be made
public before the Paris summit.

Eight years later, the Pope made
a similar calculation when - on 4
October, 2023 - he signed a new
text on the climate crisis, Laudate
Deum. In this apostolic exhortation,
he pleads for a binding agreement,
speaking out forcefully against
climate sceptics and urging world
leaders to act.

Sources: La Croix International;
Gulf Business

faith leaders and
representatives.
During their meeting in Rome,
Dr Al Jaber and Pope Francis
also discussed aligning Laudate
Deum with the COP28 Interfaith
Declarati